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Ant's - Special Bushwillow week

SOUTH  AFRICA

T ucked away in the beautiful Waterberg region, Bushwillow at  Ant ʼs Lodges offer a t ruly unique horseback safari experience. Unlike more
t radit ional game lodges, Ant ʼs Lodges combine t hrilling wildlife encount ers wit h a welcoming, homely feel. This special Ant 's set
it inerary riding safari based at  Bushwillow Camp is designed for int ermediat e riders and above, who want  t o spend long hours in t he
saddle. Whet her t his is your first  t ime in Africa or a ret urn t rip, t his riding safari provide t he perfect  balance of riding, wildlife, and
relaxat ion for a t ruly memorable holiday.
Horseback Safari

 10 days / 6 riding
 From £2,34 5
   

  

ITINERARY

Highlights
- Explore t he African bush on horseback, wit h t he chance t o ride alongside giraffes, zebras, and ant elope.
- A special set  it inerary t ailored t o int ermediat e and experienced riders, wit h set  depart ure dat es.
- St unning picnic spot s, sundowners at  scenic viewpoint s, and t radit ional Sout h African boma dinners.
- Warm, welcoming hospit alit y and a relaxed lodge at mosphere in t he beaut iful Wat erberg region.

Day 1 — 1 : OVERNIGHT FLIGHT TO JOHANNESBURG
Int ernat ional flight  overnight  t o Johannesburg (not  included). 

We recommend aiming t o arrive in Johannesburg in t he morning of Day 2. Please see "dat es and prices" for informat ion on flight
t imings. Alt ernat ively you can arrive a day earlier in Johannesburg and spend a night  in t he cit y - we can recommend a comfort able
guest house.

Day 2 — 2 : JOHANNESBURG - WATERBERG
 Bushwillow Lodge

Arrive at  Johannesburg airport . You will need t o arrive wit h a flight  before 9:00 am t o be on t ime for t he 11:00 am t ransfer t o t he
lodge.

You will be met  in t he arrivals halls and t ransferred t o t he lodge in t he middle of t he Wat erberg plat eau (c. 3h drive).
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Arrive at  t he lodge, set t le in, and soak up t he at mosphere. In t he aft ernoon, enjoy a gent le walk t o st ret ch your legs before
sundowners and a welcome dinner.

Day 3 — 3 : WATERBERG - 4-6 hours riding
 Bushwillow Lodge

A first  morning ride across t he plains at  Ant 's privat e game reserve t o get  acquaint ed wit h your horse and t he t errain - navigat ing your
way across sandy t racks. Ret urn t o Bushwillow for lunch and head out  again for an aft ernoon ride in search of more wildlife - whet her
t hat 's plains game, rhino, buffalo, or some of t he smaller int erest ing species like some of t he "Lit t le Five"!

Day 4 — 4 : WATERBERG - 4-6 hours riding
 Bushwillow Lodge

Ride out  from Bushwillow for a full day ride on safari. Expect  views of giraffe nibbling on t reet ops, herds of impala weaving t hrough
bush corridors! Aft er a few hours in t he saddle, st op for a picnic lunch at  Bushwillow Camp Dam. Aft ernoon ride back t o camp,
following fame t rails t hrough t hicker bush, before sundowners and dinner under t he st ars back at  Bushwillow.

Day 5 — 5 : WATERBERG - 4-6 hours riding
 Bushwillow Lodge

A full day in t he saddle. Ride deeper int o t he reserve, over ridges, t hrough savannah and among riverine t rees. Lunch in t he bush
surrounded by sweeping vist as. Wildlife sight ings could include sable or roan, wildebeest , kudu, oryx, and perhaps a shy predat or at  a
dist ance. Ret urn t o Bushwillow in t he aft ernoon for a relaxed evening.

Day 6 — 6 : WATERBERG - 3 hours riding
 Bushwillow Lodge

Aft er waking up t o t he "dawn chorus", enjoy anot her lovely morning ride across open t racks. Lunch at  t he lodge. In t he aft ernoon,
t ake t he opport unit y of a Big 5 game drive on a neighbouring reserve (ext ra cost , subject  t o availabilit y). As t he sun set s, gat her for a
dinner under t he st ars at  Bushwillow.

Day 7 — 7 : WATERBERG - 4-6 hours riding
 Bushwillow Lodge

Begin early, riding as t he first  light  t ouches t he bush. You might  spot  herds moving, t he bush waking up. Picnic brunch at  Bushwillow.
Aft ernoon: slower ride, or t ime t o rest , observe birds, relax at  wat erholes. Finish wit h sundowners at  Kosari Koppie, wat ching t he sky
change colour.

Day 8 — 8 : WATERBERG - 4-6 hours riding
 Bushwillow Lodge

Ride at  Koshari in t he morning, followed by lunch at  Bushwillow. Aft ernoon t o unwind; perhaps a gent le walking safari or spa t ime.
Then head t o a scenic spot  for early sundowners, ret urning by night -drive which may reveal noct urnal creat ures (porcupine, bushbaby,
aardvark). To cap it  all, enjoy a t radit ional Sout h African boma dinner under t he st ars.

Day 9 — 9 : WATERBERG - JOHANNESBURG
A relaxing morning before brunch, t hen you are t ransferred t o Johannesburg airport  in t ime for your flight  home. Depart ure from t he
lodge at  12:00 noon. Please see "dat es and prices" for informat ion on flight  t imings.

Day 10 — 10 : HOME
Arrival back home during t he early morning.

DATES & PRICES



DEPARTURE RETURN PRICE WITHOUT FLIGHTS STATUS

01/02/2026 10/02/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

17/02/2026 26/02/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

24 /02/2026 05/03/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

03/03/2026 12/03/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

15/03/2026 24 /03/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

31/03/2026 09/04 /2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

09/04 /2026 18/04 /2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

22/04 /2026 01/05/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

30/04 /2026 09/05/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

07/05/2026 16/05/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

14 /05/2026 23/05/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

21/05/2026 30/05/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

19/06/2026 28/06/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

27/06/2026 06/07/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

04 /07/2026 13/07/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

11/07/2026 20/07/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

19/07/2026 28/07/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

31/07/2026 09/08/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

07/08/2026 16/08/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

14 /08/2026 23/08/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

21/08/2026 30/08/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

08/09/2026 17/09/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

15/09/2026 24 /09/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

22/09/2026 01/10/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

30/09/2026 09/10/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

07/10/2026 16/10/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

14 /10/2026 23/10/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

21/10/2026 30/10/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

03/11/2026 12/11/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

10/11/2026 19/11/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

17/11/2026 26/11/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

04 /12/2026 13/12/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

11/12/2026 20/12/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure

19/12/2026 28/12/2026 £2,34 5 Guarant eed depart ure



Price details
- Flight s or t ransport at ion t o your dest inat ion (int ernat ional/domest ic) are not  included, but  can be booked on request  - please
cont act  us for rat es.     

- The prices displayed above correspond t o a 7 night  st ay sharing a st andard room at  Bushwillow Camp. 

- Transfer from and t o Johannesburg Int ernat ional Airport  are not  included in t he price and will be invoiced separat ely. This is
current ly priced at  £130/€150/$175 ret urn rat e, but  please not e t hese prices are subject  t o change and will be confirmed wit h your
quot at ion. You must  arrive before 9:30 am on t ime for your 11:00 am airport  t ransfer. You will be t aken back t o Johannesburg for
around 3:30 pm - please make sure t o book a flight  depart ing aft er 6:00 pm. If  flight  t imes do not  mat ch, we suggest  you arrive a day
early or fly t he next  day.

- There is no single supplement  for genuinely solo t ravellers. 

- There are a number of off-sit e act ivit ies available in t he area which are payable locally. 
Massages - Per hour: R750 / Per ½ hour: R4 50
Wine Tast ing - Dependent  on t he number of wines and people, Usually bet ween R350 –  R550 per person
St ar Gazing - Night  Sky Safari: Cost  per Group: R9500.00 (for 2 –  10 guest s) for a full t elescope show / Myt hs & Legends of t he Night  Sky:
Cost : R4 50.00 per person (4  - 8 pax)
Big 5 Game Drive - Cost : R2200.00 per person including t ransfers (MIN 4 )
Z ipline - Cost  per person: R600.00 per person (MIN 2) This is weat her dependent  & subject  t o availabilit y. Closed on Mondays
Town Visit  / Shopping / Cult ural Visit s - Town Trips & Church: Cost : R1500.00 per vehicle in our closed vehicles 
Mount ain Biking - Cost : R1200 per person for half day
Prices are valid in May 2024  and subject  t o change. 
Please not e t hat  t hose act ivit ies which are off-sit e will also incur addit ional t ransfer cost s.
Please Not e
The it inerary may be modified at  anyt ime for securit y reasons, met eorological or event s beyond our cont rol such as blocked roads,
rivers in flood, drought , st rikes and local holidays. Equus Journeys, our local part ners and t heir local guides will always st rive t o find
t he best  solut ion and will alt er t he it inerary as needed.
The names of t he hot els and accommodat ion are given for informat ion only and depending on availabilit y, t hey may be modified
wit hout  not ice and replaced by anot her of a similar st andard.

Price includes

SUPPORT TEAM

2 English-speaking horse guides

LOGISTICS

1 groom
1 assist ant  groom

ACCOMMODATION

St andard t win room at  Bushwillow

MEALS

Full board from lunch on arrival t o breakfast  on depart ure
All t he drinks including wines and cockt ails (ot her t han premium drinks and liquor)

EXTRAS

Conservat ion fees

Price doesn't include

TRANSPORTS

Int ernat ional flight s bookable on request

EXTRA

Tips t o local t eam.



Off-sit e act ivit ies such as t he Big Five game drive

INSURANCE

Cancellat ion and t ravel insurances are not  included. Please not e t hat  insurance is mandat ory. We recommend t o t ake out  an insurance
policy as soon as your t ravel is booked in case of cancellat ion.

Optional

TRANSPORT

Airport  t ransfers at  set  t imes

EQUESTRIAN INFO

Horses
The horses range from big, st rong, forward going t horoughbreds, t ough African Boerperds and excit ing crossbreeds. There is a horse
t o suit  everyone, from beginners t o compet ent  riders. 

McLellan t rail saddles are used along wit h English bridles. Hard hat s are compulsory.

Guide & local team
There are t wo guides accommpanying each ride - a lead guide who always speaks English and a back-up guide.

Minimum riding ability

MINIMUM RIDING ABILITY

This ride is suit able for int ermediat e riders and above. Beginner riders are welcome t o Ant 's, but  on t he st andard lodge programme -
Click here

There is a weight  limit  of 120 Kgs (19 st one or ~ 265 lbs)

PACE

Game viewing is always done at  a walk t o avoid spooking t he animals. At  ot her t imes t here are opport unit ies for t rot s and cant ers on
t he long, sandy t racks.

TACKING ABILITY AND PARTICIPATION

The horses are t acked up for you by by t he st aff, but  you are welcome t o assist  wit h unt acking and t urning t he horses out  aft er your
ride.

TRIP CONDITIONS AND REQUESTED EXPERIENCE

No special difficult ies. The riding is done on sandy t racks or across open fields. Riders usually ride in a line wit h a lead guide and a
back-up guide.

EQUESTRIAN EQUIPMENT

McLellan saddles and English bridles. 
A bot t lehandler is provided on t he saddles.

Helmet s are mandat ory - we recommend our riders t o wear a helmet  t o t he correct  st andard and you should bring your own t o ensure
a proper fit .

TRAVEL INFO

COMFORT

https://www.equus-journeys.com/riding-holidays/south-africa/ants-lodges-47438.html


Bushwillow is a new addit ion t o Ant 's Lodges. It  consist s of 1100 hect ares of open spaces along wit h t he lodge it self. The lodge
includes 3 basic st andard en-suit e double/t win st andalone rooms and one t wo bedroom,t wo bat hroom unit . It  sleeps a maximum of
10 guest s and a minimum of 4  guest s at  a t ime. All rooms offer t he same amenit ies along wit h air condit ioning and t ea and coffee
making facilit ies. All t he rooms surround t he main lodge and are wit hin close proximit y of each ot her. The main lodge offers a
swimming pool, bar, lounging and dining area.

WiFi is available in t he communal areas and in t he rooms. 
All rooms have hairdryers and safes, and a laundry service is included.

MEALS

Meals are prepared locally using fresh ingredient s. Veget arians and special diet s can be provided wit h advance not ice. The food is
excellent  and always plent iful. 

Most  drinks are included, including alcohol, except  for premium wines, champagnes et c. You can help yourself t o soft  drinks, wat er,
juice et c t hroughout  t he day. Tap wat er is safe t o drink but  t he st aff can buy bot t led wat er for you if  you prefer.

There are t hree meals a day - breakfast , a light  lunch, and a t hree course dinner in t he evening. Guest s usually eat  t oget her around one
communal t able.

CLIMATE

From November t o December, t he summer mont hs become hot t er and more humid wit h eit her cont inual rain or st orms in t he
aft ernoon, on t hese days, you will head out  t o ride once t he rains have st opped. At  t his t ime of year, mosquit oes and ot her insect s
are also more numerous and present  in comparison t o t he wint er mont hs. 

From January t o March, t he weat her is usually drier and t he days are very hot . Your morning rides finish earlier in order t o avoid t his
heat . At  t his t ime of year, mosquit oes and ot her insect s are also more present  and numerous in comparison t o t he wint er mont hs. 

In April, t he veget at ion st art s t o change, t he green bush becomes brown and sparse t hroughout  t his period of aut umn. The
t emperat ures will drop during t he night , however during t he day it  will st ill be hot  wit h t he possibilit y of st orms in t he aft ernoon.

In May and June, t he wint er mont hs, t he t emperat ure lowers significant ly at  night  and early in t he morning. The veget at ion becomes
browner st ill and t he t ress lose t heir leaves. Due t o t he sparseness of t he veget at ion, visibilit y t hrough t he bush is improved.

From July t o Sept ember, t he weat her is ext remely dry wit h very cold night s. The t emperat ure is also quit e cool during your morning
and end-of-aft ernoon excursions.

From Oct ober t o November, t he spring is at  it s peak dryness wit h hot  winds and sparse veget at ion. The first  rains arrive at  t he end of
Oct ober.

TIPS

Tipping is not  expect ed but  if  you wish t o leave a t ip t hen up-t o-dat e guidelines are provided in your room - current ly around Z AR250
per person per night .

PACKING LIST

Head
- Hard hat s are mandat ory when riding and we recommend t hat  you t ake your own t o ensure a correct  fit . They can be provided by t he
lodge if  necessary.
- Sunhat  for when not  riding
- Sunglasses - wit h a cord at t ached so t hey don't  fly off when riding
- Buff or bandana

Upper body
- Long sleeved shirt s provide prot ect ion from t he sun and t horns
- T-shirt s
- Fleece, jumper or jacket  - t he evenings can be cold, part icularly during t he wint er mont hs (May - Sept ember)
- Wat erproof jacket  - part icularly during t he summer mont hs (Oct ober - April) when t here can be rain or t hunderst orms
- Casual clot hes for t he evening

Legs
- Light weight , comfort able riding t rousers or jodhpurs - we recommend riding in t hem at  home before t aking t hem on holiday t o



ensure t hey don't  rub
- Short s for lazy luncht imes
- Casual clot hes for t he evening

Hands and Feet
- Comfort able riding boot s. We recommend short  boot s wit h half chaps but  you may wish t o t ake long chaps t o prot ect  against
t horns. We don't  recommend t aking your favourit e long leat her boot s in case t hey get  damaged
- Sandals, flip-flops or t rainers for moving around t he lodge and camp
- Gloves - your hands are part icularly exposed t o t he sun whilst  riding

Night wear

Ot her useful it ems
- Swimsuit  - for t he pool or swimming your horse in t he dam
- Binoculars for viewing game
- Camera and high capacit y memory card. Spare bat t ery
- Bumbag for carrying your camera and small it ems whilst  riding
- Torch for finding your way back t o your room at  night

Medical kit
- Sunscreen and lip balm - must  be high fact or
- Insect  repellent , preferably cont aining deet
- Any medicat ion you regularly t ake
- Blist er plast ers in case of any rubs
- Ant isept ic cream, plast ers, aspirin, ant i-hist amine, insect -bit e salve et c...

Our Recommendat ions
- Wherever possible you should wear neut ral colours, such as beige, brown or nat ural bush colours for riding as bright  colours, such as
red, yellow or whit e can st art le t he wildlife and t hey will see you long before you've seen t hem
- We recommend t aking a copy of your passport  and insurance document s wit h you in case you lose your originals
- In your hand luggage carry any valuables, such as your camera, ipod, ipad et c.
- Travelling in your riding boot s and carrying your hat  and some riding clot hes is highly recommended - t hen if  your luggage goes ast ray
you are st ill able t o ride!


